COURSE SYLLABUS FOR INR 2002 (INTERNATIONAL POLITICS)
Spring Term 2014 (Winter Park Campus)—Feb 27  –  Apr 27, 2014
CRN 26639 Mon & Wed Afternoon 4:00-5:15 PM









Feb 27 2014
Professor:  Bill Symolon

(H) 407 886-0332 *(e-mail: wsymolon@valenciaccollege.edu or billsymolon@yahoo.com)*
        *Available for office hours anytime by appointment
Texts:  International Relations & World Politics, 4th Edition, by Viotti & Kauppi 
            Why Terrorism Works by Alan M. Dershowitz
            Supplemental Reading (Not Required): My Country, Right or Wrong by W.P. Symolon
Prerequisites/Corequisites:  Min. grade of ‘C’ required in ENC 1101 or 1101H or IDH 1110

Course Description:  INR 2002, International Politics:  Discussion of topics relating to international politics; nationalism, armaments, imperialism, militarism, history of international politics, foreign policies, international law and organization, United Nations, human factors in international politics.  Gordon Rule course requiring demonstration of college-level writing skills through multiple assignments.  Minimum grade of ‘C’ required if INR 2002 is used to satisfy Gordon Rule and general education requirements.
Course Requirements.

This course will give you the tools to analyze and interpret world politics.  You will study the theories that compete for credibility in explaining how and why nation-states interact with each other; you will study about issues effecting war and peace, and you will develop a worldview of your own through which to understand our complex, contemporary world.
There will be three classroom tests on dates scheduled in advance (see attached calendar).  Exams will cover textbook and classroom lecture material, so attendance and note taking is important

The guts of this course will come from our primary textbook, Int. Rel and World Politics, but we will also critically review the supplementary text Why Terrorism Works by Dershowitz.  You will prepare a written critique of Dershowitz’s analysis of American policy in the current war on terror using information gleaned from the primary text and our classroom discussions.  The objective is for you to develop your own understanding of  U.S. policy towards terror using scholarly perspectives learned in this course to support your critique.  Your critiques will be presented orally in class for discussion and submitted for grade upon completion.

You will prepare an 3-5 page research paper on a topic of your choice, but with my approval, relating to international politics.  It will be typed, double-spaced, using a word processing program with 10-12 size font, standard margins, proper citations, and bibliography.  This paper is due by Wed, Apr 23, 2014, (our last day of class) and must be in printed format, not e-mailed.
A specific computer-based learning activity is optional for this course.  During this semester I may point you to website www.foreignpolicy-infocus.org.  You will select a topic contained in that site and prepare a short (1 page) critical analysis of the topic for submission one week after assignment.  This requirement will be graded as one of your homework assignments and count as part of your final grade.
During this course we will view and critique the film Thirteen Days, a dramatization of the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.
Attendance:  Regular and timely attendance to class is a reflection of your commitment to learning, your sense of responsibility, your maturity, and many other intangible qualities that are key to success in life. Class participation is part of your final grade and is, of course, impossible without your presence.  Any class missed will cause you to lose a volume of material that may be difficult to make up.  Also, please read the student code of conduct policy to be given out in class.
Withdrawal Policy:  The withdrawal deadline with a “W” grade for this class is Friday, Apr 11, 2014. Since you paid for this course and are responsible adults, I will not drop you for missing class.  I will emphasize, however, that you cannot do well in this class without participating.  Also, please read the school withdrawal policy statement to be handed out in class.
Grading:  I will use a traditional grading scale: A=90-100, B=80-89, etc.  All exams will be equally weighted.  Your research paper will count as two exams.  Your critique of Why Terrorism Works will weigh as one exam.  All homework assignments will be averaged together to count as one exam.  Academic honesty is certainly expected of all students, so please be aware of VCC Policy 6Hx28:10-16 on Academic Honesty; a copy of which will be distributed in class.

Missed Exams:  All students are expected to take exams on the scheduled day  A missed exam, however, may be make up with a penalty of one letter grade reduction of the earned score.  
Tape Recorders:  These are useful tools for learning and you may tape record any of our classes.

VCC Core Competencies:  Think, Value, Communicate, Act (T.V.C.A.) are an established component of the college’s curriculum development and review process.

     VCC’s faculty have defined four interrelated competencies (T.V.C.A.) that prepare students for success in their future.  These competencies are outlined in the VCC Catalog, pp 13-14 and on the VCC website www.valenciacc.edu/competencies.  In this particular course, through classroom discussion, group work, internet-based learning, and other activities, you will further develop your mastery of these core competencies.  

Special Needs:  Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss special needs with me, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The OSD determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.
Special Instructions:  Information in this syllabus is subject to change based on the flow of the class.  The best way to stay up-to-date is to come to class.  If at any time during the course you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me at work or at home.
Course Outline:
Unit 1.  Introduction and course overview.  Historical perspectives on international politics, explanation of terminology and the forces that impact the relationship of nations in foreign policy.  Defining the primary worldviews that affect policy.  Chapters 1through 5.  First exam will follow after completion of chapter 5.
Unit 2.  Security and statecraft among nations.  Dynamics of international relations, factors contributing to war and peace.  International law, terrorism, the laws of war, the Just War.  Chapters 6 through 10.  Second exam will follow after completion of chapter 10.

Unit 3.  Globalization and the modern era, the clash of civilizations, prospects for the future of international politics.  The future foreign policy.  Chapters 11 through 17.  Final exam will be cumulative and is scheduled for Wed, Apr 23, 2014.
All exams in this course will be a combination of multiple choice questions, true and false, short answers, matching, and essay responses.  All testable information will be covered in class and a review session will be held before each exam.  Exam dates as projected in the course calendar below may change based on the flow of the class, but you will always have notice before each exam.  Note:  You will have One Week after an exam day to make up your test.
           Good luck, have fun, study, and have a great semester!





W.P. Symolon

VCC International Politics (Winter Park Campus)
Spring Term 2014 Class Calendar – Feb 27 – Apr 27,  2014
Week   Date                                           Information Covered____________________________________
1           3/3 thru 3/9

Spring Break______________________________________________
2           3/10&12     Chapt. 1. Introduction and course overview.  Discussion of terminology and historical
                                 perspective.  Introduce a conceptual framework for studying international politics.

                                 Read Introduction to Why Terrorism Works.     Chapt 2. Theory, Understanding levels

                                 of analysis of world views (Realism, Liberalism, etc.).  Blackboard assignment.______         

3           3/17&19      Chapt. 3. International Relations in Historical Perspective.  Chapt. 4. Geography, 

                                  Human & physical.  Reasons for invading Iraq.   Chapt. 5.  Globalization, Interests,
                                  and objectives, & capabilities of states.  Blackboard assignment and test review.
4           3/24&26      First exam.  Chapt. 6.  Power.  Elements of power and its uses to achieve national

                   Interests & objectives.  Chapt, 7.  Diplomacy and foreign policy.  Decision-making



    and diplomatic processes. Discuss Cuban Missile Crisis.________________________
5           3/31&4/2     View and critique “Thirteen Days.”
6           4/7&9          Chapt. 8.  International law and organization.  Role of alliances.   Chapt’s 4 & 5 of  
                                 “Why Terrorism Works.”  Chapt. 9.  Interstate Conflict, moral principles & use of 
                                  Force.  Religion & world politics. Chapt. 10.  Asymmetric Conflict.  Causes and 
________________responses.     Review for 2nd Exam._________________________________________   
7           4/14&16       U.S. foreign policy lecture and notes.  U.S. impact on global politics._____________
8           4/21&23       Chapt. 12.  Development, poverty, and global inequality.  Discussion of future 

                                  prospects for international politics.  Research papers due not later than Apr 23.
                                  Course review and final exam on last day of class (Apr 23)._____________________
